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Recently purchased , 46 vols. - these comprisE~ 
Boys of the Empire , Boys Comic Journal, Aldines Half 
Holiday Library, Chee r ful Library. Large, bound 
volumes, some a bit damp stained, but otherwise good. 
The lot to clear £200 - ! ~ Post extra . 

Not in my line - Wisdens, 25 vols. , 1950 to 19177, 
v . g. c. Many with dust wrappers, offers please, for t:he 
lot. 

Lots of other bargains for quantity purchases. 
Still always paying good prices for suitable material. It's 
a disease . I can't help it~ 

Howard Baker Facsimiles and Book Club Specials. 
Due to popularity, quite a number are steadily going fl'out 
of print". Don't miss your favourite series ~ Many nEiw 
titles . May go up in price too! Lists . 

Look forward to your wants lists. 
Many bound volumes in addition to usual stock in 

Union Jacks, Detective Weekly, Thrillers, Magnets amd 
Gems, etc . Super v olumes in i years . Selected copkis 
bound . 

22 vols . of T . Merry's Annual No . 1 1 1949. White 
covers a bit grubby, but otherwise good . £1 + post to 
cl e ar . Others. 

There's so much to offer . iists not poss ible of 
course , but your wants carefully seen to. Always keep in 
touch. 

Nott1AM St.Aw 
84 BELVEDERE ROAD 

LONDON SE19 2HZ 

Tel. 01 771 9857 

Nearest Station B .R. Crystal Palace 



Page 3 
~~~~~~ - SIOllY PAff.R~ ~~~~~-

COLLEC'IORS DIGFSI' 
STORY PAPER COLLECTOR 

Founded in 194 1 by 
W. H . GANDER 

Vol. 35 No. 410 

COLLECTORS' DIGEST 
Founded in 1946 by 

HERBERT LECKENBY 

FEBRUARY 1981 Price 30p 

(S:OPYRIGHT . This magazine is privately circulated . The r eproduction of the contents , 

either who ll y or in -part, without written permiss ion from the Editor, is strict ly forbidden. ) 

A WORD FROM THE SKIP P ER 

• 

.............. ~==-....~~~,......···-

PATIENCE 

Patience is a virtue; possess it if you can; 
SELDOM found in woman; NEVER in a man. 

Long years ago, my onl y sister, considerab ly my senior, used to 
quote that old tag to me frequently. It is a we ll- known saying, of course 
(and I feel sure a true one), but I have no idea from whence it cam e 
originally. Anybody know? 

.. A co ll ector needs plenty of patience . Many, many times in the 
course of a twelve mon th, collectors write to me and tell me that they 
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are losing heart, The Magnets, the uies, the Union Jacks, the Gems 
they are seeking just remain hidden and refuse to turn up . 

"Is it worth while going on?" the~·yrite and ask ae. And my 
answer is always "Yes , yes, a thousand times yes." 

Suddenly, unexpectedly, items turn up out of the blue. And the 
longer you have been trying to get them, the more joy you feell when your 
dreams come true ~t last. 

I have been collecting since the mid-thirties - a very long· time -
and there were times when I thought I would never get the collection 
together for which I hoped. And then something would happen like this. 
My telephone rang at Surbiton. 

"I used to be an artist with the Amalgamated Press," said a man ' s 
voice. "Every week we were given complimentary copies of the papers . 
I have them in a box - Boys' Friends , and the like . I want to sell them. 
Would you be interested? I live on the other side from !urbiton station . " 

After classes , I went to se e him . I bought all his Boy:s1 Friends -
about 300 of them . All pristine , and smelling delightfully of printer's 
ink . I forget what I paid for them . I wished , later , that l had bought all 
the Cheer , Boys , Cheer and plenty of others . But those l ovely Friends , 
which I later had bound , of course (the only way to keep them pristine), 
remind me today, when I look lovingl y over them , that patience pa ys . 

And now to the final proof that everyt hing comes to he who waits . 
Readers :tnay recall that some years back I referred to a book named 
11The Kan ter Girls" whic h I ha d been seeking va inly for man y ye ars . It 
belonged to my siste r early in the century when she was very youn g . 
When I crone along ; she used to .read aloud to me . Often fro :m the 
Gem - and sometimes from "The Kanter Girls" . I loved it . 

Then , one day 1 in a m oment of weakness , she lent "The Kanter 
Girls" to a friend It was ne vt:r ret urned . Ther e is a lessou there. It 
is unwis e ever to lend books which you val ue . Even with the best 
intentioned people , there is a chance that you have seen the last of you.r 
treasure . 

Years later , my sister and I spoke of "The Kanter Girls" - I 
made up my mind to try to get it , tho ugh the hope seemed slim. My 
sister didn ' t. know the author ' s name . She didn •t know the publishe r ' s 
na me . She didn ' t know the date of publication . As the book had been 
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read to me , I wasn't even sure of the spelling of the gir ls ' name in the 
title ~ "Was i t Canter or Kant.er?" I asked my sister . She thought it 
was ''Kanter" but she couldn 't be sure. 

From 1945 onwards , I tried ba rd to obtain "The Kante r Girls". 
I advertised from time to time , and kept the ads going over periods of 
time . No resul t . I asked countless booksellers . I rooted through 
second - hand books hops . No result. 

Then , some yea rs ago , I mentioned it again in C .D ., this tim e 
in an ed itoria l. My good friend , Mr . Ray Hopkins , traced it in tbe 
Bri tis h Museum , and found it had been written by Mrs . L , M . Branch. 
Anoth er good fr iend , Mr. Bill Lofts , al so went to the British Museum , 
and took a phot os tat of some page s from the book, and se nt them to me . 

As a r esult of their efforts , I was able to give m or e particulars 
to sev eral firms who were seeking the book for m e. 

My nephe w has also been trying to get the book for m e . He is a 
post car d c ollector , and he was in touch with an Exe te r fir m who 
specialis e in old postcards . Tbe y also seek out - of- pr.int book s for 
clients , My nephew ask ed them to t .ry to trace "The Kante r Girl s " . 
Way back in September they telep honed him that the y had dr awn blank 
in t.his countr y , an d had come to th e conclusion that there ·was no h ope 
of get t ing it. in Britain . Would be like them to tr y in the Sta te s ? 
Certainly, said Lynton , m y nephew . 

Befo re Chri s tmas , the Exete r firm te lep hone d my nephew again . 
Tbey had bad a phone call from the State s . "The Kante r Girl s " ha d been 
tra 0ed . Did :my neph ew still want it ? Ce r tainl y he did. By air or se a? 
By air , sa id Lynton . 

I knew nothing at all ab out all this th en. of cour se . But , on 
Christmas Eve eve ning , when we came to open our pr esen ts , I had one 
parc el clead y ma r ked: "To Be Opened Last" . 

I wonder ed what on earth it coul d be , but never · dr e amed uf the 
tr uth . And when I opened it , rny heart nearly failed . There it was ~ 
"The Kant.er Gir l s " , the book which I had sough t for countless years, 
and which I bad almost given up hope of eve r seeing. 

I rus he d to phone Lynton , who was at bis home in Kent , and heard 
the full story of "The Kanter Girls" - the lost heiresses who had been 
traced after so many years , and rushed to me by air for Christmas. 
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(Actually both Lynton and his brother spen t the week - end before Christmas 
with us at Excelsior House. "The Kanter Girls" had reached him on the 
Saturday, only an hour before be left his home to come up to Hampshire. ) 

I have taken the space to tell that story , as .an encouragement to 
any collector who ma y be losing heart. Believe me , everythi :ng comes 
to he who waits. Go on being patient. 

BLANKETTY BLANKET? 

Father Francis Hertzberg writes us as follows: 
"I of course cannot agree with the blanket condemnation of comic papers. 
Both now and then there was and is far more good than bad in these . 
The superb Wakefi e ld Laurel & Hardy in Film Fun , Foxwell ' s: Tiger 
Tim and Bruin Boy s , and no less toda y's continuing Lord Snooty and 
Despe r ate Dan: and of cou r se the wonderful colour ed Christmas 
numbers - no , these are t r ea sur es which do only good , and rais e the 
spi r its; there is room for both these and the stor y papers , and we mus t 
not dispara ge them because some of us beli eve they killed off the 
Magnet and Gem . " 

Since when did C .D . ever go in for blank et condemna ti on of real 
comics? Some of tbe fine st arti cles ever writte n on comic s a.nd the i r 
cha r act ers have appear ed, down the year s , in the Diges t and it s Annual. 
The magni fice nt co ver of our mo st r ecent Annual port r ayed tbtose 
dearl y- loved comi c cha r act ers "Weary Willi e & Ti re d Tim" . In 1978 , 
our Ann ual cover colle cte d togethe r a big numbe r of old comi c favour ites 
at a Chri stmas part y o A str ange way to ca r ry on a "blan ket c ondemn at ion 
of com ic s " , is it not ? 

What we do cond emn . and have alway s condem nedi i s the blan ket 
cover ing of all the old pa per s unde r the name of "c omi cs" . 

I have in my perso nal coll ec tion a vast quant ity of Buti;e rfl y, 
Fir efly , Funny Wonde r, Pu ck, Rainbow , Favor ite, Chips . Comic Cuts , 
Chuckl es , Lot- 0 - F un, Comic Life , and plen ty others . I even have two 
lar ge . beautif ull y bound volumes of "Knock out " whi ch I bought wee k by 
week in ea rly post - war year s , and a volume of a com ic call ecll "Sun" , 
s imila rl y ac quired . 

I do not buy "comi cs" today, but I accept Fat he r Her t2:ber g1s 
word tha t m ode r n c omi cs ar e as good as the r eal comic s that I loved as 
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a child. 
As for the homily that "we must not disparage comics because 

some of us believe they killed off the Magnet and Gem", it surely is very 
muddled thinking. It has never occurred to me for a moment that the 
demise of the Gem and Magnet ear ly in the war bad anything to do with 
comics. I don ' t believe it now. I would be surprised if many of our 
readers believe it either. 

THE EDITOR 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

FEBRUARY 19pann_y s Diar_y 
It has happened , and though I have been expecting it for some 

time , it has come as a bit of a shock. With the very first issue of the 
month , dated 7th February , 1931 , the Popu lar has ended . And with what 
a weary whimper it has ended ~ 

The only old favourites in at the finish are Greyfriars and 
Rookwood . The chunk of a Gre yfr iars tale is from a Magnet of fairl y 
recent times , and not by the real Frank Richards. The chunk of a 
Rookwood tale is an old one about Gunner. The other chunks are tales 
of third rate se r ies which are not being carr ied on, though the P opular 
is being re placed by a new paper called the Range r . Fr om the advertise 
ments about it in the P opular, it won ·t attract my tuppences . 

The :re has be en an earthquake this month in New Zealand , of all 
places, and the town of Napie r is almost entirely destr ·oyed . 

The new King of the Is lands series ha s carried on thr ough the 
m onth in Modern Boy . The first tale this month is "The Mystery Islan d". 
A girl named Aileen Cr aye has been playing ghost in a bungalow on the 
island of Loya. Ken sol ves the mystery of the island , and supports 
Aileen when be discove r s that she is trying to keep the rasca l ) Barn ey 
Hall y at bay. 

Nert tale is "The Lagoon of Loya", and the island is attacked by 
sa vages from the Solomon Islands . Next - "Kit Hudson - Mutineer'' · 
Up till now, Ken King and Hudson ha ve been firm friends, but now there 
is a break in thei r friendship . Last of the month is "Hunters of the 
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South Seas" in which the break between the two friends seems to be 
complete . Hudson leaves the old ketch to sta y on Fufa Island with Aileen 
c ·raye and her worthless brother , Monty . And the Dawn s ails away. 
One of the best Ken King series so far, and it goes on next mo:nth. 

Love ly times at the cinemas in the old home town this month . 
Evel yn Laye in "The Luck of the Navy" ; John McCormack in ' ''Song of my 
Heart " which the ladies love . Bebe Daniels in a modest little picture 
"Love Comes Along" . A truly gorgeous musical , all in co lour (they call 
it Technicolor now) entitled "The Vagabond King" starring Dernnis King 
and Jeanette Macdonald . They sing toge ther beautifully, and there are 
some grand s ongs including "March of the Vagabonds " . Another musical 
with the tenor s inger John Boles "Song of the West" . I greatly · enJoyed 
Gary Cooper and Be ryl Mercer in rrMedals'' . William P owell and Jean 
Art hu r were great in an exciting film "St r eet of Chance" . Andl another 
all - co lour giant musi ca l was "Hold Everyt hing '\ starring J oe E . Brown 
and Winnie Ligh tn er . Gorgeous month . 

In London they are bus y building a new Underground Ralilway 
which will r un fro m Hamme r sm ith to Nort hfi e ld s , and some of the 
exc avation work is turning up some real his tor ica l finds . 

Th e Nelson Lee Library is not all that h ot at the moment . No 
s eries , just now - and a bi t too much farce . The first tale of the m onth 
is "The Fighting Fags" in whic h a new boy named Wa rd goes into the 
Third F orm - and become s a power in the sc hool. The re is allso a 
de te cti ve thriller about Nelson Lee which intro duce s the c"t'ook they call 
Night Ha wk . 

At half - term I spent the week - end with my Aunt and Uncle and 
my cou sin Robin . We went to the Theatre Roya l in Aldershot on the 
Sa tur da y evening and saw a pla y entitl ed "Sexto n Blake" . It was very 
good ind eed , and i t was by a Blake wr ite r named Donald Stuar1t. I am 
not sure whether he wr ote the play or just a story on whic h the play was 
bas ed . There was a cast of 15 , and the part of Sexton Blak e was pla yed 
by C . Doug las Car lisle o 

~e fir st Gem thi s month cont ains "The Vengeance of the Hawk" 
in which a threatening messag e is sent to Cardew 1s grandfather , Lor d 
Reckn ess , who lives in Deepdene Lodge . Trimble helps to exipose the 
villa in at the bot tom of it all . 
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Next week brought "Gussy the Optimist" which also starred 
Skimpole. Then "The 'R abbit ' of the Shell", a pretty awful tale, about a 
weird new temporary master in the Shell, with Grundy as a detective. 
All bits and pieces . The St. Jim 's tales are not very long these days , 
with adventure series being used as fill-ups . 

Then "The Taming of the Tyrant" with Dr. Holmes reported as 
resigning and Ratcliff made the new Headmaster. There is a Sir 
Burnleigh Coke in the tale to confuse it all. So silly. Surely the Gem 
isn ' t going the same way as the Popular. 

There is another splendid Rio Kid story in the Boys' Friend 
Library this month . It is called "The Rio Kid's Gold- Mine" . 

Captain Malcolm Campbell has broken all records at Daytona 
Beach , reaching 246-! miles an hour . Late in the m onth Campbell was 
knighted by the King . 

The series about Tatters has continued through the month in the 
Magnet. The first story of the month is "Chivvying Chumley". Tatters 
and Carne , the prefect , have fallen foul of one another . In the next tale 
"The Voice of the Tempter" Carne listens to Cbuniley ' s cousin, 
Rackstraw , who promises a reward to Carne if the prefect can bring 
disgrace to Chumley . But Hurree Singh is suspicious , and the sharpest 
eyes at Gre yfriars are watching Carne . 

Next week:, in "The Amateur Rogue" , Carne finds 1t hard to plot 
against Chumle y wit h the Famou s FiYe for ever on tbe pr efect 1s trail . 
Final tale of the month is "A Rogue's Remo r se" in which the r ascall y 
plotter of the Sixth faces ruin and is saved at the last m oment by his 
enemies , the Famoas Five . So Carne gives up his plot ting - but 
Rackstraw is not beaten yet . A series , full of inie r est and it conti.nues 
next month . 

Two ex cellent tales in the Schoolboys ' Own Libr a ry tbis m onth . 
"Stand Firm , the Rebels'' is a barring -o ut tale in which a Mr . Carnforth 
becomes Head in plac e of Dr . Locke. The other one is "Chums of the 
Backwoods" about Cedar Creek . Cedar Cr eek , which ran in the Popula r 
for several years , is always f irst - class . 

(EDITORIAL COMMENT : S, O . L. No, 141, "Sta nd Firm , the Rebels" comp ri sed a 3-story 

series from the Ma.gne t' of the Spring of 1922. Original titles wer e "When the Head Resigned" , 

"The Sixth ~Form Rebel1ion' 1 a nd "The Greyfriars Ban'ing - Out". Not a strikingly good or 
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w ell- r emembered series , but notewo.--thy owing to t he fa ct that it was the seniors who ro se 

firs t in 1•ebellion . The Ceda T CI'eek tale, No. 142 , came from the seri es which a ppeat •ed fh'st 

in the Boys ' Friend a nd which was r ep-rinted alm ost in entirety in the Popular . 
The end of the Popular seemed to c ome very suddenly, though there were signs for 

some time that the editor did not kn ow which way to turn . There is little doubt th at it was 

the S. O. L., taking gr eat gulps of the old stories without a.ny sensible planning whi ch fin ished 

off the Pop. The Ran ger, wh ic h r epla c ed th e Popular , does no t seem to hav e won la sting 

aff ec tion . Afte r ru nning for j ust over two years , it start ed a ga in a t No. 1 as a larger-sheeted 

pa pei·, to 1"Uil for a further co uple of y ears or so. It ended in th e mid-thirties , a nd never 

seems to be mentioned now.) 

* * * * * * * * • * * * * * * • * * * * * * * * • * • * • 

fl LA KIANA 
conducted by JOSIE PACKMAN 

Altho ugh a little late 1 should like to say tha nk you t o all my fri ends who sent me 

chann ing Ch ri stm as and New Yea r wishes. I ha -, e j ust this one mo i:e article wri 1tten by our 

late friend , Gordon Swan, not long befcrre he died , b-11t I am sure y ou will all en joy it . 

And now I must a sk fo r mo re mate :\'ial. At the moment I onl y hav e enoqgh for the 

next issue of the C. D., so do please get out your pens a nd pape~ and rack your hr-,dns for 

something to write about. Just an a1tic le on your favouri te c ha t-ac te r w ill do nic ely , or 

comments on the Blake a rticl es in thi s yea r 's C. D. Annual. 

HE APPEARED IN THE UNION JACK by S. Gord on Swan 

As a tP-enager after the Grea t War I was enthralled by a st ory 
called "The Adventures of Jimmie Dale " by a Canadian - bor n aLuthor , 
F r ank L . Packard (published by Ca sse ll & Co. Ltd . ). I had never rea d 
anyt hin g quite like it before . Tr ue . it was abou t a gentle man cr ook and 
they were num ero us at this period - Raffles ; The Lone Wolf, Anthony 
Trent - but this one also masque r aded in London ' s underworld as Lar ry 
the Bat and his sign -manual was a g:rey seal left at the scene of the c r•ime . 

Justification for an article on this wr iter in The Collec:tors 1 

Digest is to be found in his ass oci ation with The Union J ack: no less than 
three of his novels ran as serials in that famous period ical - ' 'The Wire 
Dev ils , Ji mmie Dale and the Blue Envelope Mur de r and The Devil's 
Mantle" . 

Jimmie Dale 1 s fa ther had been a safe - manufa cturer and Jimmie ? 
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with his acquired knowledge of safes, set out to baffle the police and the 
underworld more in a spirit of adventure than anything else. But he had 
bee~ detected _by someone while ransacking a jeweller i s safe an9 that 
som eone - a mysterious girl known to him only as The Tocsin - held 
the threat of exposure over his head . From then on he was compelled 
to dance to her tune . She sent him letters instructing him how to 
circumvent the machinations of other crooks, but she never appeared w 
person. 

A similar theme was introduced some yea rs late r in Bruce 
Graeme ' s "Blackshirt'' stories , which always seemed to me a carbon 
copy of Frank L. Packard's idea. 

Eventually Jimmie Dale discovered The Tocsin ' s identity , but 
the plot of the whole story is too involved to outline here . There were 
four sequels to this book, all published by Hodder and Stoughton , and 
readers of the or iginal novel might ha ve been surprised and/o r 
bewildered to find that in "The Further Adventures of Jimmie Dale" the 
locale was now New York instead of London . 

It is fairly obvious that the background was always the American 
underworld but for some reason Cassell & Co . Ltd . saw fit to change it 
to London . I have an idea the book originally appeared as episodes in 
one of Cass ell ' s Fiction Magazines . The reason for this change of venue 
is a bit myst ifyi ng in itself . Possibly at that time the publishers though t 
an Amer ic an background might not appeal to English readers, so some 
one went to the t r ouble of exchanging Am er ican streets and subt1rbs for 
English ones . St. James Club in New York became St. John ' s Club in 
Piccadill y . (Was there a St . James Club in London?) Today , when the 
market is flooded with stories containing American backgrounds , 
American dialogue and American spelling - even in books printed in 
England - such an idea is ha r d to grasp. 

Frank L. Packard was very popular from the Great War onwards 
through the tw'enties and thirties . At least three of his books were 
filmed, the most notable being "The Miracle Man", which brought the 
great Lon Chaney into prominence. Other players in this picture, 
whose names will be remembered only by long-term film fans , were 
Thomas Meighan and Betty Compson. 

In lat er books Packard abandoned the American underwor ld for 
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adve nture -mystery stories laid in the Pa cific and China Seas , one of the 

best of these being "Th e Locked Book" . I suppos e thi s writer is largel y 

for gott en today for I have never see n his stories re - iss ued in paper

bac k s , which is somethi ng to be regretted. 

STORIES IN THE FIRST PERSO N by D.H. 

Stor ies appear ing in such publi cati ons as "Chum s" and "Boys 

Own Pape r" were often told in the first pe rs on, generally whEm they were 

laid in the 18th or 19th cen turie s. This device I found acc eptabl e, 

per h aps because once the s tory or more often, the ser ial was finished 

so too was the cha ra cter . 
But when the "Nelson L€e" published weekly wit.h the same 

chara cters set in the same locat ion, namely SL F rank's , I found it bard 

to a cclimatise mys elf to having Nipper telling the stories at one stage. 

For thi s sa me reason I never really enjoyed this mode of sto10'1:elliag 

in th e "Union Jack " which , mercifull y , was not very often and only once 

do I recall one auth or having Blake himself "relating the yarn . Howe"Ver, 

there ate exceptions to every rule and I really enjoyed orie first _person 

re lat ed story. Acro ss the Atlantic , Raymor1d Chandl er wrote alJ bis 

priva te eye stones in the first person and perhaps for thi s reaso n I 

found them really enjoya ble . Also I liked his style - fast - paced and 

thr illin g and at times hum or ous. Just as G. H . Teed did not starr. out 

to be a writ er , but beca m e or1e throug h necessity, so it was with Chandler . 

He was born in Chicago . educated ln England , at Dulwich Coliege and 

.returned to the U.S . In the earl y i.hicties he was ar1 execut ive in five oil 

compan ies. Came the Depression, the oil companies coll ap s,ed and 

Chandl er had to find anothe r source of income - Luckily for us he chos e 

writ in g har d- boiled detec ti ve stories for the pulp m agazines , nam ing 

his private investigator Philip Marlowe . The stories had sho,rt , pungent 

sente nces whi ch propelled it along with no tim e wasted . He wrote in a 

style that. Gwyn Evan s ant icipate d years before Chandlers stor ies began 

to appear in the " Black Mask" magaz ine m the TJ .S .A. 

Evans used it in the story entitled "Gun is Guns" in U .J. 11131 

to introduce a new char ac ter - Ruff Hans on - an American pri va te 

detect ive . This story- ha d Hanson telling the enti re first half of the tale. 
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Sexton Blake did not come on to the scene untH the second half of the 
tale, which was told alternately by Splash Page, Tinker and Ruff Hanson. 
The story began in New York with Ruff Hanson being engaged on a case 
which took him to Damascus where he met up with Sexton Blake. They 
were both after the same man but for different reasons and each claimed 
him . This resulted in some friction but at the end of the story they were 
firm friends. 

The previous week the Editor of the U .J. in his Round Table chat 
told his readers that Ruff Hanson , the American investigator was an 
absolute novelty; not only a new character but a different one who told 
his story in his own words in a most engaging style. The Editor 
concluded - "You will like Ruff Hanson but most of all you will like the 
story as a whole , the snap and movement and action of it. Truer words 
were never spoken (or rather written). 1.etters the Editor received 
later on proved thi,s . Readers accepted him wholeheartedly . .-Gwyn 
Evans• use of the first person style of writing was justified to introduce 
a new ch~racte:17 in a novel fashion, but in subsequent Ruff Hanson stories 
he reverted very wisel y to the conventional style of relating them in the 
thi r d person . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
DEATH OF NICHOLAS THROCKMORTON 

We v ery m uc b !'egre t t o r ecor d the sudden d eat h of Mr. Nich ola s Thr ockm orton , who , 

i n re c e nt y ea1s , ha s liv ed a t Biddenden in Kent . Mr. T hraockmorto n, who , until his r etire

m ent , was a C ivl l Servant , was a regul a_r an d enthusi ast ic r eader of this m a ga zine sin c e it s 
b eg innin g . He wo uld hav e been in his mi ddle ~sixties a t t he t ime of his death , 

* * * * * * * * * * ~ * * * * * * * * * ~ * * * * * * * * 
SALE. Oor Wul li e , Bro ons Ann ua l, £2 eac h . Two C 1·om pt on' s "Will ia m " b ooks , £1 ea c h; 

" Bigg les" titl e , f.1, H . Bak er Mag net s , £4. SO ea.c h ; C . D. j\m ual s, £4 ea.c h; Bunt er 
ha.t-d ba c ks, 3. SO ea c h . 

JAMES GALL, 49 ANDERSON AVENUE, ABERDEEN 

Te l . 0224 - 49 1716 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
PO~ULARS fr om June 19.28 to October 1930 requi t ed .. State issue numbers availa ble and pri c e. 

L. G. ELT 1 282 MALVERN ROAD 1 WORCESTER 
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Nelson Lte Column, 
INTRODUCING --- by William Liste r 

Most people are familiar with the caption "Introd ucing --- " 
wheth e r it be in the re alm of the c inema or in that of the week ly story 
papers . Sometimes the per s on introd uced "catc he s on" with the public , 
and, in later years, while watching an ancient TV film you s ay to your
se lf: - "I saw him or her in 1933, and he or· she is still around'' · In 
anothe r case , you ma y see s omeone who strikes a chor d in you r me m ory 
as one wh o never "c aught on", 

Th is also applies to fictional characte rs in weekly period ical s . 
Students of th e hi stor y of St . Frank ' s or Greyfr iars ca,uld point to 

cer tain characters , l aunch ed by thei r respecti ve aut hors - ch:arac ter s 
who fa ded out. Am ong those who ha ve stayed the pac e are Sexton Blake 
(an all - time long - r unner) , Nelson Le e , Handfo rt h , and Bill y jBunte r. 

There is a s choo l of th ought which con s ide r s that Brooks mad e 
too mu ch of Handfort h. and that Hamiit on overpla yed Bunter . I don1t 
think that any wr iter set out thinking "This charac ter will be a wow! I 
must plug him for dear life." What re all y happe ned was that certain 
cha r acters "took on' ' with the re ading public . Editor arid autbtoc r ealised 
it . and they supplied t he dema nd < It is th e demand that causes the aut hor 
to create the s uppl y . He wcrn' t s uit ever ybody - but who does '? 

All this arises from the St. F r ank 's tal es tha t I have late ly been 
r eading. The y are bound and liste-d a s "Introducing De Valer i.e" 
comprising four tal es published in 1918 and entitled ''The Mysterious 
Scho olb oy" , 11The Case of th e Ja pan ese Scho ol boy" , "Th e Mys tery of 
Moor Quar ry", and 11The Seoret Menace" . (Old series Nelson Lee 132 · 
13 5 .) 

In to the background of a gang of orientals who call them selves 
"The Ci rc le of Ter r or'' , l ed by Profe ssor Zingrave , Lord of the Ci rc le 
of Terror {doesn rt i t make your blo od run cold ? ). E . S - Brooks pla ces 
b is new charact er, De Valerie . The suppo r ting cast include d Nelson 
Lae , dete ctive (disguised as a schoolmaster) and his assi s tant , Nipper , 
in the role of a sc hoolboy. The th eme was that the Terro r C1 rcle , led 
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by the wicked Prof. Zingra ve, are bent on ro oting out Nelson Lee and 
Nipper . You might sa y that our oriental gentleman , hearing these now 
famous names , would say ' 'Me no likee!" 

Did they manage to scrub out that famous pair? In fact , all this 
took place in 1918, and Lee and Nipper are still with us, and Nelson Lee 
became an experienced housemaster while Nipper was leader of the 
Remove , as the calendar approached 1940 . 

Four exciting cover pictures whetted the reader' s appetite . A 
sinister stranger pressing his attentions on a St . Frank ' s boy; a 
Japane se schoolboy , bound and gagged, in a musty attic; thre e lone 
figures perched amid Grand Canyon - type sc ener y ; and , finally, the 
exciting snow - time cover depicting a blizzard, with a schoolbo y, amid 
the blindin g snow , leapin g fr om his bicycle on to the running board of the 
villain ' s car . 

00 1ER 1
• It shouldn't be allowed ~ But it all goes to ma ke up a 

se nsa tional four - part seri es . Bear in mind, it was wr itten in the earl y 
days of E . S . Broo ks ' s St . Frank's sa ga. It's good, but, as the years 
pass ed , Brook s got even be tt er. 

And the new cha r act er , De Val er ie? He ma de the gr ade all 
r ight , and w as sti ll aro und in the clo si ng days of the Nelson Lee Libr ar y. 

A DOM1NANT CHARACTE R by R. J . Godsa ve 

It would appear to be a great pi ty that Viv ian Tr aver s joined the 
St . F ran k ·s Remo ve a 3 late as 1928 in the midd le of the 1s t N~w Ser ies 
of the Nels on Lee Librar y. Hi a firs t appearance was iCl No. 90, 1st New 
Ser ie s , "The Schoolboy Baron et '' along with Sir Jimmy Potts . 

Tr avers, like Napoleon Brown e, wa s a character who we nt his 
own way re g-ardlE:so of t he 0prnioris of othe rs . -,uch characters as 
Travers and Brow ne were inclined to dom inate the sce ne at the expense 
of others . 

Had Tr ave rs been introduced rn the old ser ies then it would seem 
tha t E . S . Br ooks would have had to make so m e alterations in his writin gs 
On the othe r han d, I do not think that Tr avers would have made hi s m ark 
it 1 the old series as his mod e of speech and actions would not have fi tted 
m . In the 1s t New Se.cies which was wr itten in a somewhat differe nt 
styl e to which the reader had become familiar, Travers would and did 
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fit in . In other words be was at home in the 1st New Series which he 
certainly would not have been in the Old Series~ , · ·. ', ' • 

Vivian Travers comes under the headin$ of. being 'grey' , that is 
\!, • • : ~. 

neither very good nor very bad_. He had a certain charm whic:h made him 
rather popular with thos-e with whom he came in contact. Although an 
occasional smoker , he was a great asset in the junior sports teams . 

As with all dominant characters the author cannot ignore 'them , 
and so they are more in the ' limeli ght' than some of the more established 

quieter ones. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ~ * * * * * * 
DO YOU REMEMBER ? by Roger M. Jen.kins 

No. 167 - Gems 753-8 - Gussy the Runaway Series 

Early in 1922 Billy Bunter ran away from Greyfriars to avoid 
well-deser ved punishment, and ne took refuge at St . Jim's and Rook-wood 
in turn. It is a litt le surprising that , a few months later , Ch:arles 
Hamilton sho uld have used a very si milar theme for the Gem. Knox of 
the Sixth had boxed Gussy ' s 'yah', and Gussy horsewhipped Knox to 
avenge his dignity . When Mr. Railton proposed to cane him , he decided 
to retire from the school for a while, and so his wanderings began . 

Each week saw Gussy in a new setti ng - Greyfriars, Highcli ffe , 
Cliff House , Rookwood , and Rylcombe Grammar School - it being 
necessary for him to mo ve on as bis true circumstances became known 
at each school. Rea lly , the St . Jim ' s stories were too brief , running to 
about nine chapte r s a week (despite an editorial promise in N,o. 752 of 
'a n extra long story next week of St . Jim's) and it was difficult to develop 
plots in so short a space . The result was a rather Jumpy effect , events 
moving sometimes too fast for the re ader to take them all in . Pe rhaps 
the two most successful stories were the episodes at Highcliffe and Cliff 
House. At Highc liffe , Ponsonb y dis cov ered Guss y's situation and 
attempted to use it for his own ends, and there was a fine vigne tte of the 
Ca terpillar and his react ion t o this . At Cliff Rouse , Guss y jmnped over 
the wall to escape Kildare and Darrell , and he was ignominiousl y ejected 
by Miss Bulli vant . 

The series was reprinted in S . O.L . No. 176, entitled "Gussy the 
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Runaway" ; but there was considerable abridgement . man y of the St . Jim 's 
episodes being omitted and the Highcliffe story was left out in its entirety. 
In addition , oqe or , two descrip tion s were brou ght up to date: in the space 
of the ten years between the original story and the r eprint , the s ixth
formers had ceased to wear tail coats~ Nevertheless, Miss Bullivant was 
still des cr ibed as being a former suffragette , and the artist still depicted 
her in Edwa:rdian clothes, with a skirt reaching almost to the ground. It 
i s a curious fact that the S.O . L . illustrations seemed to be a mirror 
image of those in the original Gems , everything facing in the opposite 
direction. 

Possibl y the most interesting facet of the series was the way in 
which Gussy's characte r was depicted . His assumption of digni ty was 
absurd , but his determination carried conviction and he never lost the 
respect of the reader. In addition there were episodes which re vealed 
the magic touch that was to flower fully in the Magnet's Golden Age , as 
when Baggy Trimble assured the others that Gussy would never return 
and offered to fill the vacant space in Study 6 himsel f (Gem 755}°and when 
the juniors went in a depufation to the Head and came away with a flea in 
their ear (Gem 756). Above all , the series must be unique in that it 
provided a link between all the Hamiltonian schools that had each , at 
som e time or another; had stories written about it in its own right. 
Charles Hamilton was proudly parading before the reader all hi s six 
famou s schools in turn. He bad every right to feel proud of the 
aston ishing variety tbey displayed . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * • * * * * * * 
WANTED . ! d . Gems , 8 , 11, 18, 42 and Nos. 386 , 387 , 399 , 411 , 412 , 432, 437 , 450, 

720, 721 , 749 1 764 , 841 and t069. Y'oUi' price paid. Write :-

LOFTS , 56 SHERINGHAM HOUSE, LISSON ST. , LONDON N. W.1 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
WANTED: Sexton Blak e Annuals , Dixon Hawks Case Books , your price paid. 

BEN BLIGH, 55 ARUNDEL AVE., HAZEL GROVE 

STOCKPORT, CHESHIRE. Phon e 061 483 7627 
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REVIEWS 

DE VERE AND TH E SILVER SCUD Frank Richards 
(Howard Baker Book Club 

Special : £15) 
"Set a beggar on horseback and he'll ride to the devil" was the observation of a wise 

old gentleman long ago. He probably meant that no snob can be compared with the one who 

bas bettered himself in the materialistic sense. 
Timothy Perkins was the son of an under - footman , When his father came into a 

fortune, Timothy turned up at Greyfriars as Algernon De Vere in a 4-story series which 

occupied the Magnet in the summer term of 1922. Even his name must have sounded a little 

too upstartish to be true, one would have thoug ht, 
Like most tales of upstarts, this little series con tains some sequences . which present 

uncomfortable reading , but there are some good cricke t descriptions, and some interesting 

characterisation with Mauly in the picture, showing perhaps the difference betw ,een real gold 

and the imita ti on stuff, 
This series is followed by an amusing trifle "Bunter's Raffle" in which Bunter raffles a 

gramophone which he has bought on easy te rm s of which he ba.s made only the f:irst payment . 

How Bunt er never changed his quarters from Greyfriars to Borstal is one of those puzzles of 

literature. 
Then comes the 5-story series which a ll readers, I imagiue , will regard as easily the 

star turn on this bill of fare. Lord MauleveTer takes his c losest friends on a yachting trip on 

board the "Silve r Scud", Thei·e is a. kid nappe r , with the sinister name of Gideo :n Gaunt , on 

t he look-out for Ma uly a !J the time , and when the ba c kground be c omes t h.at of jthe ya c ht on 

the boundless ocean , the ki dnapper is still the r e lur king ab o ut somewhe r e. Th e out c ome of 

t he plot is ne v er predi c table , ev en though , to the real Hamilton ia n, th e inclusi•on of a 

c haract er na med Poy nings inevitab ly set s a be ll ri nging , 

An exc elle nt se :ries . Qui te one of the best of the m idd le- pe rio d Ma,gn et,, 

Th e ov era ll title of the volume seems am b iguous . De Vere bas not h ing what ev er t o 

do w ith t he Sil v er Scud. Howe v er, produ c:.tlon 1,s ti p- t op , ":IS wit h a ll th ese. How1u-d Bakei· 
11 Spec ia ls'', and there is esp ecia l int er est fr o m t h e stori e.s c om ing fro m th e end of :in et"'t. 

The Silver Scud sto ri es fo tmed the la st c omple te ser ies of the Wbit e C ov e,· Day s.. Th e 

Gr eyf rfar s sto ·ri es ar e sho11:er1 a nd t he r efore t aut eT, wit h no exc essiv e v erb itl.g e. Well worth 

a pla c e on y our shel v es. 

HARR Y WHARTON 'S FEUD Fra nk Ri cha rds 
(Howard &ker , £.5 . 95) 

This a t tr a cti v e vol ume c ontai ns se v en Magnet stories from th e Spr ing of 1926, T his 
was a t ime wh lc b c ou ld be a pt ly r egar ded a s the ov erture t o the Golden Ag e of t he M::1.gnet, 

For "starte i.cs" we ha ,re "The Myst ery of th e He a.d's St udy' ' , a n a m using llltt le froli c in 

wh ic h Bunte t f inds hims elf lo c ke d in Dr. Loc ke ' s 'l'Oom , a nd uses his ve ntriloquial powel's wit h 
h ilario us re s ult s, 
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The main c ourse is provided by the 4-sto.y Pedrillo of the Circus series . Her e w e have 

a type of " missing h ei'r" plot in which Pedrillo, an acrobat in Zorro's circ us, tur ns out to be 

t he cousin of Hobson of th e Shell . Tho ugh, basi cally, all these years later, it seems at first 

glanc e, t o be on fa miliar lines, there is much origi.nality in the way th e yarn is han dled, and 

it is pleasant t o see Hobson and Hoskins , two we ll - draw n chara c ters , well in the lim eligh t for 

once, It provides exc ellent entertain in g readi ng . 

Finally we c ome to the sweet i n this exc ellent mea l. A co uple of ,stories which give 

the volume its overall t itl e of "Ha ny Whart on 's Feud" . It is too vague, as , during his long 

c aree,, Wharton was engaged in seve ral feuds in different outstanding series, and one might 

wond er whic h particular feud t h is one refers to , 

The feud in thi s ca se is with the French maste 1. Mossoo , from an easy - going littl e 

master , turns into a Tal't.ar , and he aid Hany Wharton fall fou l of one another, Ta l es st aITing 

t he R emcr\l'e ca ptain are al way s of gr eat interest, and thi s one is no exception. 

For t he statistica lly - minded, these two ta les about the French mas t er c omp r ised the 

seri al "Poo r Old Mossoo" whi c h featured in the ciosing weeks of the Popufar, to wh ic h our 

Danny refe rr ed ::--eeoently 1n hi s Dia ry . 

A superb and attract ive meal to set before a king . When y ou finish it yo urseli, you 

will feel w ell s3.ti&fied wit h life :ind will b e :ro:ious t o c ongratula t e the chef - frank RicMr ds. 

1' * * * * * * * * * * * * * -!<-* * * * * * * .. * * * * * * * * * "' * * * 
OUR ChAS SIC SERIAL FROM EAR.LY IN THE CENTURY 

THE RE FO RMATION 

Blake had hlt upon the tr uth, There 

wa s no doub t about tha t . The mcie Study 

No . 6 t hought :.bout it , t he more certain 

th ey f elt . Of late Figgins had b ee p 

practising his singing with !l disr egard for 

ev e17body wit h in ,-a nge of h is powerful 

bas s, a nd Wynn had made hi s c om et audible 
to many suffe r ers in both h ouses . 

N ew Hous e j uniot~ 1-.ad been seen in 

a ll sort s of pU:l<'es, spouting from 
Shak espea t:e, or pra c tismg doubtful notes 

on •;,ai;ious instrum ents . Now tha t Blake 

had bt upon th e secret, he was surprised 

t hat he ha d not thought of it before. 

"It's as d ear ,'l s dayligh t , " said 

Blake . "W e' v e go t t o ba g the programm e, 

a nd then ba g th e c onc ert. Tonigl\~ 

OF MARMAD UKE 

Mond1y . By Frid!y we 've got to ha v e the 

progr.; mme by he:irt , a nd eve 1ythtn g 

re:idy . I'll s,ee about the ie .::ture- h_1ll. ' 1 

"How wil l you man ag e a bout the 

lecture - hall?" 

''Ask Mr. Ri dd to see to it with 

the doctor. 11 

"Think b e 1ll do it? " 

" Yes, he 1.s a good old spoft and 

h e ' ll do it like a b ird, 11 sa id Blake 

..:onfidentl y; '1and at th e same time Jill 

make sure whether f iggy 's book ed t he 
hall for Saturda y night . " 

"Ho w ?" 

"By asking for it for Satur day 
myse lf. 11 

"G ood! 11 c huckled Hetties . "A nd 
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the sooner the quicker, " 
And Blake was off to the house 

master's study a few minu t es later. Mr. 

Kidd, the housemaster of the School House, 

was a genial man , and he liked Blake. He 

gave the junior a cheery nod. 
"What can I do for you, Blake ?" 

"If you please, sir, I should like to 

ask you a fa v our , " said Blake. 

" Certainly . " 
"We ' re thinking of giving a c oncert , 

sir. 11 

"Oh! I did not know you were 

musical, Blak e." 
"Oh, y es, sir , " said Blake . "I play 

the mouth-organ -- " 
Mr, Kidd laughed. 

"Ahem! And y ou are thinking of 

giving a mouth-o rgan r ecita l ?" 

Blake c oloured. 
"No , sir . lt 's a big c oncert . Half 

th e Sc ho ol Ho use will be in it . We 'r e 

g oin g to do the thin g in styl e, sir, a nd 1 

t hough t --" 
"Co on , Blake , " sai d th e House 

m a·ste r , with '3.n a mus ed smile. ''If I e an 

help y ou in a ny wa y , y ou ca n r ely on me , 

my boy." 
''Thank you, sir , 11 said Blake , 

en c ouraged . "We thoug ht you mig ht ;isk 

the Head for us , sir, t o let us hav e th e 

lecture-ha ll t o gi Ye the c onc ert . " 

"Hum! \Nben wi ll yo u wa nt it? " 

"Is it want ed fo.: S;;turday night , 

' 'Y es , I fan cy it is , " S3id M:;,, 

Kidd, with a smile . "Ms.-. Ra tc li ff of t he 

New House seems to have be en a sked 'l. 

s imilR-r fa v o ur by the b oys of his house . 11 

Bfake 's heart b ounded, 

"Th e N ew House ca ds - I me 9,n 

kids - have asked for the ball for Saturday 

night?" he said breathlessly. 

"Yes. The Head mentioned as 

much to me." 

"Then can we have it: on Friday 

night, sir?" 
' 11 daresay you can, ll:lake," said 

Mr. Kidd . "You bad better not tell me 

any of the d etails. If you am really thinking 

of giving a concert, I will as'k the Head 

about it." 

"Thank you so much, sir, " said 

Blake gratefully. "Would yo ·u be kind 

enough to come to t he show, sir? No 

charge for admission. " 

The Housemaster laughed heartily . 

"I will c ertainl y look in during the 

evening , Blake. 11 

"Thank y ou , sir ! An,d would y ou 

m ind if I got y our name on the bill? 

Under t he disti nguished patro :nage of Arthur 

Ki dd, M.A . Oxon," said Bla ke eagerl y . 
11Yo u ha v e my full pe rmis sion ," 

S3.id t he Ho usema st er, laughi :ng. 

"And I can be sure a bout the 

l ect1.1re- hall , si r ? " 

" I think so, Blak e . I will spea k to 

t he Hea d this evening , and a:, he has 

alr ea dy gra nted it to th e New House for 

Saturday ev en in g, I am sur e he ca n have 

no ob~ectl on to your having i1: for Pri,l:jy 

ev-ening." 

Bfake than ked th e Ho1usema ster, 

-..nd hurr i ed a way to tell hi s c hu ms . The y 

ex ec uted a war ~danc e round :Study 6. 
'1lt's pr-ooi po sitiv e :" s<>.id Digby . 

"We sha ll Knoc.k th em sill y by g iv ing th e 

S9.me c on c e,t the previous ev ,ening a nd 

a sking them to it . I c an pi ct ur e Figgy 's 
fac e when he gets the invit a t iion and a 

programme en cl osed. 11 



The four c hums shrieked .at the 

idea . 

"But we haven ' t got hold of the 

programme yet," said Herries . 

"That ' s so, " agreed Blake; "but, 

yo u see, there must be some in Figgy's 

study, and all we 've got to do is get hold 

of one. 11 

"You're thinking of raiding the 

study?" 
"Well, th e prog ra mme won 't c ome 

to us all on its lonesome, will it?' 1 

"I suppose not." 
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"And if the mountain won't c ome to 

Mahommet, Mahommet must: buzz off to the 

giddy mounta in ," de c la red Blake . "I'm 

going to burgle the New House tonight. 11 

"Ta ke ca re Figgins & Co . a re out of 

the way, that's all!" 

(MORE OF THIS OLD, OLD 
TALE NEXT MONTH) 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
BRIEF HISTO RY OF "THE POPULAR" 

(which ended exactl y 50 ye ars ago this month) 

It was on Friday , 11th October , 1912 , that "The Penn y Popula r" 
first graced the bookstalls . It appeared every Frida y for a good many 
years , and in the early twenties the publication day was changed to 
Tues days. 

Tbe Penny Popular consis te d of :12 pages and, for the first four 
yea rs , contained three tales of. respec ti vely , St. J im ' s, Sexton Blake , 
and J ack , Sam , and Pete . One is safe in assuming that tbe thr ee stor ies 
were of the m ost popular characters which the Amalgamated Press bad 
at that time. It is s ignificant that a se ri alisati on of the first Greyfriars 
story ran for five weeks fro m No. 18 , after which Gr eyfn ars did not 
appear again for some four years ~ . 

Ea r ly co vers were ex t'cemel y distincti ve , with a picture from each 
of the three s tori e s in the issue . This continued till No. 71 wben a full 
page illu stra tio n replaced the 3-p icture la yout. Now Tom Merr y and 
Sexton Blak e were on the cover alternately , most of the pictures of both 
characters being done by Macdonald. 

There was no Editor ta Chat until No. 72 when a chat column 
appeare d under the heading "Between Ourse lves" . 

The first real change in polic y came with No. 222 , Janu a ry 1917 , 
when Sexton Bla ke was dropped and he was replaced by Greyfriars. The 
opening tale was "The Making of Harry Wharton " (the first Magnet story) 
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which had been serialised in the Penny Pop four years earlier . About 
this time, the number of pages (all green) was reduced from :32 to 24, 
and a little later to 20. 

In April , Jack , Sam & Pete said good- bye for ever to the Popular . 
Their final tale was "Pete's Motor - Bike'' . They were replaced by what 
were advertised as "the early adventures of Jimm y Silver & Co.' \ and 
no doubt were accepted as such at the time. It was not t ill years later 
that I discovered that they were not earl y Rookwood tales at all, and it 
was only in recent times that I traced them as portions of Hamil ton's old 
Cli veden series. 

So the P enny Popu lar became the "all school story paper" . 
Christmas 1917 brought the only Double Number in the history of 

the paper . Th.en, in March 1918 , ~ years after its birth , the paper 
came to a close - a genuine victim of the paper shortage . 

Less than a year later, on Fr iday , 24th Janua ry j 19191, the paper 
was back - probabl y the first to r eturn . The name was still ' ''The Penn y 
Popular" though the price was now three - halfpence . The proi~ramme was 
the same - reprints of old sto ri es i but with No. 17 1 the sub writers took 
over completely . with "en tirel y orig inal stories" of the three schools . 
The Greyfriars set lasted the long es t - two year s . There was a long and 
bor ing series in which the chums toured the count ies playing cricket , and 
this unlikel y lot was fo llowed by the intr oduction of Dennis Car r , who le d 
the j unio rs , and even became captain ,, over a long period . 

Th e St . Jim's su b tales soon en ded , however , and the old 
Rookwood ta les were resumed . With No . 841 new se r ie s , the paper 
became jus t "The P opular". 

With No . 107 , "Bill y Bunt er ' s Weekly" , a four - page c,entre 
' 'supplemen t" , started a long r un , and , absurd though it was , it had 
man y a ttr acti ons . 

With No . 161 , new se r ies , a pr osperous phase s tarted . The 
paper was increased to 28 pages , and the Ceda r Creek tales s tarted their 
complete run . With No . 271, the covers were printed in blue instead of 
black ink , and for a year or two we had what was the most att:racti ve 
period in the paperrs histor y . 

In the summer of 1926 , another change was made , witlll the covers 
in red , white and blue. Sexton Blake came back for a time , af ter a lapse 
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of twel ve years . Tinker did not feature in these tales , 
That remarkable character "The Rio Kid" came on the scene with 

No . 469 , early in 1928 , one of the few newly-written attractions of the 
Popular 's twenty ye ar run. Excellent stories which must ha ve converted 
man y readers to "westerns" . 

Later that year , the old St. F rank' s tales came on the scene and 
stayed for just short of twelve m onths . Ferrers Locke detecti ve st ories 
featured from time to time in the autumn years of the pape r . 

By April 1930 the regular re ade r sensed that all was no long-er 
we ll with the paper . There was a lack of consistency in the story 
program mes , and even the illustrati ons la cked quali ty . Wben the Rio 
Kid departed , after a continuous r un of over two years . it was the !Lest 
nail in the coffin . The Kid came back, som e thre e months la ter . for a 
furthe r twel ve weeks , and then left for good . 

Comic st r ips and facetiou s edito r ial s indicated the path the pape r 
was going. The paper was dead , th ough, for a few weeks , it would not 
lie down , car ry ing on with a hot ch potcb of short st or ies. 

The m ost amaz in g thing was the :capid deter iorati on . In ju st a 
few months it changed from a popu lar pape r to a fee ble als o- ran. In its 
fir~al months it was com pl ete ly enfeebled, and it can ha ve been uo 
surprise to anyone when it ended in Feb r uar y 1931. 

It is poss ible that it. carn.e under indiffere nt new edit ors hip , but it 
ls piet ty cl ear that the kill er was rea lly the Schoolboys 1 Own Libra ry 
whi ch was lapping up old Hamilt.ot J ma ter ial indis c rim ina tely , with out 
muc h rhyme or reason . 

Ther e was a tota l of 914 issu es from 1912 till 1931. 

~ * * • * * ~ • + * • ~ * * • * • • • * 1 

~ Old Gh'ls ' / Boys' a nd Com ic Ann ual s; 0 /P &.ker vol umes ; original Magnets ; also 

1950 's m agazi nes ( de t ectiv e, cla ssic s, etc. ). Fo ,• fu ll list , hrg e s.~ . e. 

JOHN BECK, 29 MILL ROAD, LEWES, SUSSEX, BN7 2RU 

*"' "'* * * "'"' * * * *' * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
WANTED ; Pre -19 68 Beano, Dandy , Topper, Bee2er Annuals. Oor Wullie, Bro ons Annual! . 
Pre- 196 6 Thrill er Pic ture Library. Origina l <kawings by Chapm a n, Ma cdonald . 

JAMES GALL, 49 ANDERSON AVENUE, ABERDEEN 
Te l. 0224 - 491716 
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BIOG RA PHY OF A SMALL CINEMA 

No . 82. LOOKING BACK (conclusion) 

Of cartoons, we played. many 

hundreds. In early days we had a few 

Disneys - Mickey Mouse, Donald Duc k, 

etc. - released in those days by Radi o 

Films (who a lso sent us tbe Mic ky Mc Guire 

comedies. He be came Mi cky Roone y 

later on.) But the great est fa v ourite of all 
wa.s the Tom & Jerry series. As soon as 

their ti tle came up on the scr een t here was 

a gre a t roa.r of j oy from the audien c es. 

We played sc or es of them. Sec ond 

favourite wa s "Tweetie Pie" from Warner 's. 

" Bugs Bunn y " (Warner ' s) was never so 

popula r, nor was Barney Bear (M. G. M. ). 

But the cartoon s w ere gene ra Uy popular , 

a nd we neve r missed having a t least one , 

a nd frequently more, i n eveiy show. 

So great wa s our demand for ca rtoons , 

fr om M. G. M . a nd Warner , that we pla y ed 

them all de a d on release, and, I suspe ct , 

on oc ca sion, a nead of r ele ase . To fi ll up , 

we occa sionally had to fa ll ba c k on some 

ca rt oons fr om Colum bia. A few Popeye 

ca rtoons c ame fr om Pa-ra moun t in the 

ear l y-thfrties. 
And, j ust t o wind up , t he th:rte fi lm s 

whic h li nge r most ; oy ousl y in my memo ,~9. 

The y were "San Francisco", "Captains 

Courageous", and "Mutiny on the Bounty ". 

All we re of the late thirties. They 

reissued them after the war and we played 

them again. Other films whi c h we gave 

return v isits to were "Good -·bye , Mr. 

Chips" , "Barretts of vVimpole St." , "City 

for Conquest' ' and "Johnnie Eager". And 

probably a few others. 

Memories cr owd ba ck. The 

Jeanette Macdonald films, and espe c ially 

"Maytime"; the George Arliss films; "Th e 

Wizard of Oz" ; Joan Crawford in lots; 

Bette Davis in an y amou nt ; hea rt -ste ri.le l's 

like ''Ring Up the Curtain" with a dorable 

Ali c e Brady, and "Our VinE:s Have Tende r 

Grapes" with Edward G. Robinson ; th e 

deligh tf ul Mario n Da v ies; ]Barbara 

Stanwy c k; F.r,ed Astair e a nd[ Ge ne Kell y , 

Erroll Flynn , the Ma rx Brothe rs, Ma rgaret 
O ' Bri en. One must stop sornewheT'e. 

1 hav e the pleas ure of k nowing that 

for 25 y ears l ha ndled sc oxe:s of th e fi nest 

films ev er ma de . I suppose : t bat a lmos t 

ev ery gr ea t star of tho! e yea.rs performed 

on ·om.-sc r e en ov er t he y ea rs:, a nd when 

om '°urtains c losed for the Last ti me , th e 

day of th e great sta r was cv eT. 

~ * * * * * * * * * * + * ~ * * * ~ * * * * * ~ * * * * * 
BILL' S AMUSEMENT ALLEY Numbe r Tweh>e. Th is is the Worl d War Two Nostalgia Numbe :r. 

Forry -fo ur pages pac ked wi th a rtic les an d iilust ntio ns. Still only One Pound (plus posta ge 17p}. 
Ava ilabl e onl y fr om :-

BILL WRIGHT, 49 LENNOX ROAD, GRAVESEND 

KENT, DA 11 OEL 
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Ntws of Tht Old flo_yS f)ook Clubs 
MIDLAND 

The December meeting was a Christmas party with a festive 
spirit much in evidence. The attendance was 19 people and one dog . 
Jack Corbett ' s dog , Smokey , insisted on signing the attendance book with 
his paw . 

Two new members, Sylvia Haynes and John Look were allowed to 
addr ess the meeting , and Jack Corbett , Founder of the Coub , and guest 
of honour . also spoke. Jack Corbett reminded us of how b.e found an old 
Mag ne t used as packing material at his business . He started to advertise 
in the late fort ies , and quickly gathered a huge collection . To this do we 
owe th e inceptio n of the Midland Club, and Jack was delighted that the 
cl ub is still thriving all these years later . 

The Anni versary Numbe r on show was "Bunter, the Bully ", a 
Magn et dated 16th December , 193 3, and 4 7 ye ars old to the day. 

A Lucky Dip of Chd stmas gifts was organised by Peter Maste r s o 
Som e members were lucky in picking up rare items. Harr y Evans , now 
over 80 ye ar s old , was the founde r of the feas t , and the sum of £20 was 
rece ived from our Pr esident who is a postal membe r. 

The Midland Club exten ds seasonal greetings to 0 . B . B .C. 
enthusiasts everyw here . 

J ACK BELLFIELD (Cor r esponde nt ) 

LONDON 

A n en joyab le time was had by all present at the Ja nua ry 
Walfharnstow me eting . Bill Lofts co nt inued his di sco urse on the answer s 
that he obtai ned from his adverti s ement that he placed in the pres s askin g 
for let ter s fro m those who wr ote to the Companion Papers. On thi s 
occasion it was repli es from some of the Irish r eaders . Typical Irish 
humour was expr essed and which ev oked much laughter from the 
compan y present. Revertin g to the South African letters , one of the 
most interesting was the one fr om the couple who had read the famous 
Water Lil y series of the Magne t and on a visit to England hired a cabin 
cr uise r and made the same cruise up the River Thames . 
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Bob Blythe , back in better health , read extracts from the Januar y 
issue 1963 of the newsletter which deal t wit h the visit of Edwy Searles 
Brooks to the Christmas 1964 meeting . He then followed this , reading 
with anothe r one about Tracket Grimm , the story being entitl,ed "The 
Man With the Green Nose" . 

Josie Packman conducted a quiz on the Sexton Blake features 
that appeared in the 1980 Collectors' Digest Annual. Bill Lofts had the 
best memory. 

Bill Bradfo r d exhibited a pack of Sexton Blake pla y ing cards. 
The A. G .M . will take place at 27 Archdale Road , East Dulwich , 

on Sunday , 8th February . The lunch party will take p lace at 1the 
Rembrandt on Sunday , 12th April. 

Vot e s of thanks to the three tea ladies concluded a very jolly 
meeting . BEN WHITER 

CAMBRIDGE 

The Club met at the home of Vic Hearn on Sunday , 4th _ January . 
Arrangem e nts for the meeting t o celebrate the te nth anni ver s:ary of the 
found i ng of the Club in May were fu rthe r dis cus s ed . 

Bill Loft s recalled hrs various r esea rc hes , as illustr a ted by 
dedica tions and insc r ipti ons in var ious books for whi ch be had supplied 
mate r iaL He thought tha t his detect ive instin cts had first bee:n arous ed 
as a s ch ool boy of ten when a master at his sc hool us ed to rea d Sher lock 
Holmes t al es to hi s class on F ri day after noons . He recalled , afte r 
listening to 11The Blue Carbun cle" asking the Maste r wher e Sherloc k 
Holmes li ved , Being tol d ''~21 B Bak er Street" . the ten year ,old Bill 
set- out from sc hoo l and wen t to Bake r Stree t ; to t ry to fin d 21n R Aft er 
one or two en quir ies whi ch m et. wi th s hort answers be was a sked by a 
kind ly policeman what he was doing at that time of the even ing in suc h a 
fog , Being tol d by Bill that he was lo oking for 221 B, Bill was told by the 
kindl y policeman that Mr " Sherlock Holmes was awa y on a ca 1se ; Bill 
made his way hom e , lo oking ca r eful ly at every cab he passed , this was 
stil l an er a of hor s e- drawn cabs , in the hope of s pott ing Holme s 
ret urn ing ¢ He fo und his observati on usefu l ln the war whe n att ache d to 
tbe Intelligence Cor ps . Bil l found a cop y of S . B . L . Lib r ary ,126. 
"Rid ers of the Sand 11 by Pi erre Quiro ul e . After the war he got in tou ch 
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with Quiroule, who gave him a signed copy of the book. Queries in early 
Collectors' Digests had set Bill off on finding out the answers; in many 
ways a matter of asking the right questions of the right people. He spoke 
of his researches at the Amalgamated Press. Bill kept his audience 
interested with an hour long talk. Mike. Rouse produced a selection of the 
latest Christmas Comics. Bill Thurbon gave the answers to the 
Christmas Quiz . After enjoying Mrs . Heards excellent tea Vic entertained 
and puzzled the club with a musical quiz on the 1930's. Members enjoyed 
this item very much , especially the rhythm of the 'thirties tunes. The 
meeting closed with a warm vote of thanks to Vic and Mrs . Hearn for 
their hospitality. 

* * * * * * * * * * ** ** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Tht Posf111q" Ca llid (Interesting items from the 
Editor 's letter-bag) 

JIM COOK (Auckland): With reference to Ernest Holman's article in the 
Nelson Lee Column in the November C .D . 1 in which he states the late 
Ross Story wrote one St . Frank 's story . . . actually she wrote two - both 
of whic h I possess . They were "The Kidnapped Schoolbo y" and "The New 
Boy'' . . . the la tter inscribed ... "for Jim Cook who also loved St. 
Frank's". 

I did try to get these accepted for publication, but after a first 
rejection ceased to submit to other publishers . Wholesome literatu re 
isn 't wanted these days. 

GORDON HUDSON (Chester - le - Stree t): Devotees of Waldo the Wonder 
m an will probably be interested to learn that he is still going strong . 
When I was looking through the new Tornado Annual I discovered tha t he 
1s in a Victor Drago story . "Fun at the Fair". This particu la r story is 
in picture strip form , although there is another Drago story in wor ds. 
I find this a bit of a coincidence because I have just read the first Waldo 
story (borrowed from Mrs. Packman) which was also set in a fairg round . 
No doubt the author , however ) is well aware of the fact . 

Fr . F. HERTZBERG (Wirral): I have been re - reading my beautiful 
copy of the Foulis edition of ' Ian Hay's' Lighter Side of School Life (1915), 
and noting the Greyfriars connect ions. There is the quotation - anent the 
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Head - ta beast , but a Just beas t ' ; the Head also shares Quelch ' s dislike 
of parents and telephones , The corr espondence reproduced includes a 
letter from a Bunte r i sh parent in the City (to ' Grandwich Schc:lol ' ); there 
is one from a brothe r at Oakshott; the apologia of the recipient of the 
poor report includes references to mistak es therein by the master , and 
the lack of justice he recei ves - a ll reminiscent also of the Bm ter tr ibe ; 
as is the lovin g mother , who also partakes of Co«:er ts Aunt J o ; there is 
additionall y an aunt at The Laburnums , Surbit on , who sends a pr esent 
which , described as "somet hrng of greater value than usual ' turns out to 
be on the lines of that which WGB re cei ved in hi s Chr istmas Ca rol (1935 ) 
The spl endid Baume r paste l i ll us t ratio ns por tr ay ' The Headmaster. of 
Fiction ' ve ry li ke un to Pr out ; but with Bunter trousers ; ' The Intelle ctual 
i s close to Al onzo Todd; 1F re nch Ma s ter of Fiction • is indeed a Mos soo , 
and that 'Of Fact • re sembl es La sce lles c Although there is a ebapter on 
sc h ool sto r ies , the se are in fa ct books r at he1· than maga zines arid the re 
is no re fer ence to Greyfr iars . If ther e ls an influen ce , which way was 
it ·- did FR imbibe or vice ver sa ? (Iricidentall y. the Ju s t Beast r ise s 
again in the first Red Circle story ever , contain ed in Hotspu r •s fir st 
1ssue in 1933 0) 

LESLIE HOLLAND (Royton): The 1980 C .D . Annua l is anot her out 
st anding succ es s . AU the art icles are we ll up to sta nda.cd . If I ha d tu 
confess t o a favour ite, it woul d be CHff Smi th ' s "Pe rso na l Th oughts a.ad 
Memories " . main ly because hi s experi en c\'3s wer e so similar to m y own 
d own to bemg a crick et lover and a supp or ter of Lan cashire. Many of 
his favour i te Magne t series are also mrne 1 including the Stac(~Y serie s . 
the best of all "doubles" stories . 

ALAN STEWART (Burnham - on- Cr ouch) : Many thanks for anot her supe r 
y ear of the Digest , and don 1t feel concer ned at havi ng to incre:ase the 
price o I'm sur e we all appreciate how difficult it must be wit h the never 
ending ris ing costs . 

Remember when the C .D . was l / 6d. (in real mone y), postage was 
2d , which made the C ;D . nine tim es the price of the stamp. Now, with 
the la test increase in postage t o 14p , this means the Digest is nea r enough 
only ~ic~the cost of the postage " That ' s something to mull over when 
you are worr ying about a 2p increase - just keep our great little paper 
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running and we will all be happ y . 

HARRY MARRIOTT (Ngrthampton): I thought the Annual outstanding, 
and the 'll'OSt interesting I have read. Being a dog lover and owning a 
Cocker Spaniel named Titus Oates , I found "Mr . .Buddle's Adopted" 
particularly enjoyable. "Some Thought on the Adventure Story" by 
W. T. Thurbon turned out to be very enlightening , and I now know who 
Dr. Morrison and Mr. Hart were. Jack Overhill gives a good insight to 
the good old days. The Annual is well balanced and cove rs a very wide 
range of reading. 
(EDITORIAL COMMENT: Dozens of letters, containing heart-warming comments on the 1980 

Annual, have been received, and we may be able to quote from some of them next month. 
Very sincere than~ to all thos e who have written . In our December issue we published, 
anonymously because it lacked the writer's name, a charm ing article entitled "The Christmas 

Vac". We can now disclose that th e article was written by Mrs. Irene Radford. We hope, as 

time goes on, to hav e some more from Mrs. Radford's talented pen. Mrs. Radford says : 

''Thank you for a lovely Christmassy C. D. It gets better all the time, and it is worth every 

penny." 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ~ * * 
ON THE ARTISTS by A • J. Standen 

Just a few thoughts on some of the art is ts who used to illustrate 
our fa vourite papers of da ys gone by . 

To me , the "Ma rv el'' alwa ys meantH. M . Lewis 1 although he 
only drew Ja ck , Sam & P ete for the few final years, and at that time , 
about 1919 , I had neve r heard of J Abne y Cummings , who had drawn 
them for man y yea r s pre viously . 

The artist fo r the ''Magn et" was C. H. Chapman, with 
l\tlacdonald for the "Gem 11

, again fi r s t impressions being strongest , 
al though we all know that Le onard Shields and Warw ick Reynolds wer e 
much t.he better . The thi r d man t o illust r ate Rookwood in the B .F . was 
J . W . Wakefi el d , and because his st yle was asso c iate d in my mind with 
" Butte rfly" and "Merry & Br ight" he did not seem to me , even at tha t 
time, to be suitab le for Jimmy Silver & Co. 

The 1000th numbe r of "Uni on Jack" prin ted photos of ' 'Val " , 
H . M. Lew is and Arthu r Jo nes, as being the le ading artis ts in the pape r , 
althoug h there were of course others . 
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Being brought up on these, as it were, and not having even heard 

of Eric R. Parker at that time, he seemed almost an inte rl oper and 

indeed I nev er cared for his "poster like" coloured covers, esJpecia lly 

of the S. B . Library. His best work, .in my opinion, was in black and 

white in the last yea rs of U .J. and ear ly D. W. 

On the other hand, I accepted J. H. Vald a almost at on1:::e, as I 

was already familiar with his work in my favourite "Champion 11. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
FOR SALE: "M eet Mr . Mul liner" (1st edn . ); Chum s 1935/36; Young England, vol s. LIII 

and XLII (1921) . £5 each plus postage. S.a . e. first, p lease . 

JOHN BECK, 29 MILL ROAD, LEWES, SUSSEX, BN7 2RU 

* * * ~ * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
£1. 25 each min imum, offered for copies of Hotsp ur, Rover, Adv enture, Wizard and Skipper, 

dated 1939 or earlier. Must be in very good, c lea n, co m plete condition . Other comics, boy's 

papers, et c . , bought at a ppro priate rat es. Send details of what you have to offer to :-

A. CA DWALLENDER, 63 GREEN STREET , MIDDLETON 

MANCHESTER . Te l. 061 653 9885 

NORTHERN O.B.B .C. 

Saturday, 13th December, 1980 

A bleak winter's evening, but a cosy gathering of us at our 

accustomed venue where once aga in we were able to borrow our books, 

to chat and bring ourselves up-to-dat e with the latest Hobby news. 

A delightful feature of our meetings is the quoting from letters 

re ce ived from members far away. There had been many expressions of 

sympathy on the death of Geoffrey Wilde both to the Club and to 

Geoffrey's widow, Marion. 
We were sorry to hear of our Christmas Card artist Alf Hanson 's 

bad accident - a chip pan had caught fire in his kitchen - but it seemed 

his burns were less seve r e than at first supposed . We send him, through 

this magazine, our good wishes for his speed y recovery . 

Mollie produced an interestin g qu.iz, in the form of a letter 

address ed to 1Dear Angela ... '. There were numerous gaps i.n the text 

Edit ed by Eric Fayne, Excelsior House, 1 t3 Crookham Rd. , Crookham, Nr. Aldershot, Hants. 

Litho duolicatinsz by York Dup licating Services, 53 low Pet ergate, York, YOl 2HT. 



Page 31 

and the required words were names, mainly of the old periodicals, and 
some of Hobby characters. And within the typed text were hidden yet 
more names~ 

Out of a possible score of 23 Bill Williamson came first with 12 
and Keith Atkinson second with 6}. 

Northern Club members , regrettably, did not excel themselves 
on this occasion~ 

* * * * * ** ** * * * *** ** * * * * * * * * * * * * 
A FEW THOUGHTS ON THE HAMILTON STORY from H. Heath 

I have just read the Rogue Rackstraw kidnapping series from the 
1922 Gem. It is one of the best Gem series I have ever read, and there 
is certainl y a strong element of mystery running through it . 

However, for true mystery, I consider that Hamilton ' s best did 
not feature St. Jim ' s, Greyfriars, or Rookwood. That honour goes to 
bis "Suss ex Man " series which involved Len Lee at Oakshott School, 
which ran in the Modern Boy , later reprinted in the S.O.L . 

There we r e four good suspects as to the identity of the "Sussex 
Man" - Mr . Silver son , Mr. Surtees, and Mr. Bullivant - all masters at 
Oakshott - and a fourth whose identit y was not obvious for some tim e . 

As r egards the "Rogue Rackstraw" se r ies , I r ate this extremel y 
high1 and , for mys tery alone , it beats anything on s imilar lines; arid tha t 
cer tainly in cludes my great favourite , th e "Courtfield Cracksman " serie s. 1 

* * * * * * **** * * * * * **** * * * * * * * * * * 
WANTED: Th e Prize, Everyda y, Monste r li braries. 

38 ST, TIIOMAS'S ROAD , PRESTON, LANCS. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ** * * * * * * * * * * * 
COMP LETE SET (52 ) Champion Comi c s 1934 ; offers. Or exc hange fo r Magnets. Also Boys' 

Ma gazine 1928 to 1934. A ll wonderful c ondition. 

WAT SON, OLYMPUS, SANDFORD MILL ROAD 

CHELMSFORD, ESSEX 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ** * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
1981 IS THE CORAL JUBILEE YEAR OF COLLECTORS ' DIGEST! 



BOOKS FOR YOUR WINTER READING 
YARO<Ji I A FEAST OF FRANK RI<:liARm by Giles Brand.re th 
GID."'YFRIARS SOIOOL : A PROSPEC'IUS by J. s. Butcher 
'lliE 'wORLD OF FRA8K RIOIA.Rm by Lofts and Adley 
'IBE MjjN l3HIIND BOY'S FICTION by Lofts and Adley 
'IHE MAGNET OOHPANIO.N (eatalogue of all Magnets 1908-40) 
A HIS'IORY OF 'Il!E G.iiH AND NAGNET E.Fayne & R.Jenkins 
'Il!E Gfu..,yrnrARS Cl!ARACTERS John Wernham & J:lary Cadogan 
'IHE CHARLIB HAr.UL'l'ON CENfflURY John Wernham ' 
'Il!E SClIOOLGIRL I S ALBlfrl !'1ary Cadogan 
'IHE Lh""'I'I'ERS OF FRANK RICHARDS 21:'ic Fayne 
YOU' RE A l3RICK, AN<IBLA Mary Cadogan & Patricia Craig 
WOMEN AND CliILDIDN FIRST Hary Cadogan & Patricia Craig 
'Il!E KYSTERIOUS "X" by Mar tin Clifford. From the Gem. 
'IHJ!! 130Y WI'lHOUT A NANZ and IUVALS AND ClfUNS (Highcliffe '.) 
'IDE HOUS-a'lAS ... Ell.1 S HCl•IEOOhING From the Gem of 1915. 
'Il!E G&.~ARS hAP A large 27 x 20 colour wall map 
Glli!.'YFRIARS BOOKhA.Rh. &nall 10 x 7" copy of above map 
PLAY UP AND PLAY 'ill~ GANE: 'lhe heroes of popular fiction 
'Ilii!: B.1!!)1' OF 11 :UGL..il" Edited by Harcus Horris 
5th, 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th JEXTO!i BLAKE CX·i:NIBUSES .33.ch 
SKX'roN BLAKE, STAR O? U1UON JACK ?a.csimile reprintf:l 
CRll·i.E AT CllRIS'.Il{AS Six facsimiles of Union Jack 1925/ 0 

£5.25 
£4.50 
£3.95 
£4.95 
£3.50 
£3.95 
£2.95 
£3.95 
£1.50 
£2.25 
£6.95 
£7.95 
£2.50 
£2.50 
£2.50 
£3.00 
... 1.00 
£3.40 
£6. 75 
£2.95 
£6.95 
iC. 95 

Out of print Ii . Baker facsimiles; Ilrand new, mint copies,, •• 
'D:i..3 illlIB.t!l,Ll Oh OF n:..ilin w'HARffii~ (Hagnets 128 5-96) 19 32 £ 11 • 2 5 
11f8 GRc."'YF.::UA..1S PJ1Er;1rn~1 :·1agnets 1209-1'.)l 1931 £7 . 50 
'IllE GRdYFIUAn:::ilCTJI'DJY hagnets 1043-49 1920 i.7.50 
'IH.C: Gfu.'Y}'iUA ... lli HL ,.i:l.S I•,agnets 1 }31-40 1 S, 35 t7 . 50 
IH.:! SLill'lH 0? G,L..'YiJlA.n.S 1935 i·1a.gnets 1413-17, 19-21) £7.50 
TOM ,·~&RRY' S iiOLI.;)AY Gems 812-1 8) 192.3 £7.50 
·.IlL.~ GR.EY?RI.A,i.1.:i HOLIJAY Ai.frWAL 1)74 £12. 50 
'IH~ GH..:..'Y?lUAi1S .tlOLL)AY ANNUAL 19'/ 5 i.7. 50 
;lli.C: G~Y?ill:A.:?.S HOLIJAY AN.NU.AL 1920 £7 . 50 
Please order quickly as these will not la.st long. One or two 
other out of print v0lwnes available, state requ,irementB. 

•t:e can supply all othtr ''in print" ii . i3. volwnes from stock. ·lhese 
an..i ruany othel.· books cmu comics are listed in our illus1:rated 

1rtr, WtNYLtY ''GAIL~ '', 70 .JOOlliALL LAN.C:, 
C.AL V 8Ili.,r]Y , PU :;)S.ib'Y, .,J. YO .i:lK.:ili L Ll. 

·.rel . (0532) 570512 


